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The whole Account of the oft 
Horrid MURDER 


Committed 3 


| 
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| Who molt cruelly murdered his Lady, 
| and two imall Children. 


and Executed for the ſ{atne.- 


| * ith the Solemn Declaration he made at the Plzcs 
Yu xecution. 


Rev. br. RUSSE . 
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4 For which he was tried and caſt at the laſt Aſſizes 


William W atts, 


| And the Subſtance of Sermon p ched by the | 
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2 0, D's Juſt Judgments —_— 
Wl Fealons Perſons. — : 


N the Paiiſh of Milve: ton, near Taunton, in 15 

Same Fſeiſhite, lived one IF William Wat, oh 
a yh 6/94 of a very gogd eſtate, about aÞ years 
of age. He married a very beautiful young woes 
man in that ncighbourhoos, by whom he had 3 1 
children, and they lived very lov ingly together of 
for ſeverel years, till the Devil raiſed ſuc a i ſpirit ns 
of jealouſy in him, that he could not reſt dy nor 
night: For the love that he formerly bore to her 
turned into hatred and malice ; and oftentimes he. 
would beat and abuſe her j in a very inhuman man- 
ner, ſaying, The children ſhe bare to him were 
all of them baſtards, and none of his; and would 
often threaten to worder her, and her baſtards, 
to the great grief of the poor tender mother, who 
would: often five to pacity him, affirming, that 
ſhe was as innocent as the child nee but all 
was ta go. purpoſee. 

One morning as * was walking out in the 
fields, ſtach iog how be might accompliſh his 
wicked bee Wyre let ibe ne 
to him, in — 2 e of a nobleman, and faluted 


little Aur 5850 ing very eatheftly on Ne 
{a)d 4 , PPpercgive you ate under ſame au- 
ble, and thercſoweprap tel me what it is, and 14 


£ T8 -- 
will bon put you in a way to get tid of it, You. 
think chat your wife is a whote, and yout children 


ate all baſtards, which F know, to be true; "fot 


mine were the very fache; but 1 foon got rid of 
that trouble; for I went home and murdered 
them all. And as I had a good eftate beyond the 


ſeas, and a ſhip of my own lying ready to fail, 1 


went on board, ànd göt off, where I have lived 
ever ſince, very. happy. Now, if you'll be ruled 
by me, go home, and if yout wife is gone abroad 
ſend -yout ſervant-rmaid-to call her miſtreſs, and 
then kill the three children, and the whore your 
wife, when he comes home; and then come a- 
gain to this pl ce to me: Let nothing diſmay yott 
for I wilt take you on board my ſhip, where you 
halt live happy, and enjoy all the pleaſures: this 
hfe can afford. | | | 
Then ſhe wing two large bags, one of filver, and 
the other" of gold; the wicked wretch took the 
DeviFs ad vice, and went home with a heart full of 
moſt barbarous and bloody cruelty ; where finding 
none bit his fervant-maid, as the Devil had told 
him, Ie ſent her to call her miſtreſs: Then tals 
ing the bloody knife ia his hand, goes up ſtairs} 
whete he found his three children ly ing faſt aſleep 
ir each other's atms ; and taking the youngeſt (be. 
ing a boy) by the haif of his head, cut his throat 
flom ear to ear, and then laid him on the floor; 
then taking the youngeſt girl, he cut her throat 
in the ſame manner; while the eldeft crying out 
in a moſt tender manner, Oh my dear father; 


Why do you kill my dear brother and ſiſter = 


% 


— 


( -42) 
He told her, ſhe Chould die in the ſame manner; 
With that ſhe ſell vpon ber knees, and begged of 
kim for Ged's Gke that he would give her time 
to r her prayers: to which he conſented. 
Tle Child's Prayer. 
Eternal Ged, and moſt merciful Father, take 
pity on me thy child, and ſave me jrem the 
bands of my cruel father, who hath already killed 
y dear bretber and ſiſter; and greſeve my dear 
wether out if his wicked hands, and ſend thy angel 
to Hold bis bloody band that be proceed no Further 


in his bleed; cruelty. 8 


And while ſhe was praying there was heard a 
mighty voice, crying out, Held thy hand, theu 
Lhedy-minded. wretch, the Lord bath heard the 


41 ayers of the innocent child, whom thou ſeekeſt to 


geftroy ; thou haſt flain already two innocent babes, 
whoſe blood cryeth for vengeance againſt thee, and 
theu Malt be tormented in everlaſting flames ; for 
the Devil, who bath deceived th ee, can do thee ng 
ies vice at all. 

In the meen t'me the pocr unfortunate. wite 
eame in, and Fearing a noiſe, (Fe ran up ſtairs, 
and ſeeing her two babes lie bleeding on the 
grcund, ſhe began to make an outcry, he run ng 
to her, with a long, tharp-pointed knife, ſtabFed 
her three times in the buoy, and then cut her 
throat fiem ear to car. 

By this time the neightours, hearing the noiſe, 
came running in, and found bim ſtanding in the 


midſt of the, room, and not having power to 


move, they immediately ſeized on him, and he 
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was ſent to Taunton-jail, and tried and found guilty 
at the laſt aſſizes, and deſervedly executed for the 


e 
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5 bone parents, whoſe care was to bring me up in the 
q fear. and ſervice of God, having no other child he- 
A. me; they dying left me a very good eſtate, 22 
married a very beautiful young woman in the 
1 neigt bourbood, tho' mach infericr ts me in birth and 
Fortune. By her I bad three fine « children; but her 
. * beauty proved my ruin, ond brought me me thro my 
 cawon jealouſy, at laſt ta this ignominious death I am 
going to ſuffer. —— 1 pray God pręſer ve all peaple 
from jealouſy, and not ſuffer them to be. miſled by the 
Devil, who made me many a great promiſe, telling 
me to kill my wife and children, and perſwading me 
| That 4 7 was guilty 7 deſling my bed, and other 
: beinous offences againſt me, 
After deſiring the prayers of all good chrig aue 
and fote warning others by his example, he. . 
turned off. 
Ihe Subſtance of a Sermon Preached upon 
Occaſion by the Rev. Mr. Ruſſel. 
| Janes: i. 13, I4, 15. Let no man ſay, — be is 
tempted, I am tempted of God, for God cannot 
be tempted to evil, —— temptetb be any man; 
but every man is tempted, when be is drawn a- 
. way of bis own and enticed. Then, nobes 
buſt hath concei ved, it brings forth fin ; and fin 
* tis finiſhed, bringeth forth death, 1 


His Confiſſion. 
IWas born in the county of Somerſet, 1 in the 54. 
riſb of Milverton, near Taunton-Dean, of very 
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IJ Beloved, the words of the text ought᷑ to 
warn us to ſpeedy repentance, ſo that we 
may be prepared for our latter end, by amending 
our lives, and living ſobetly, righteouſly, and godly 
in this preſent life, that we may be made partake 
of eternal happineſs in that life to come, and in. 


_ deed, if men were fo wife as to confider. their 


latter end, it would be the chief motive to make 
them leave their fins and wickedgeſs, conſidering 
that the foul never dies, but muſt have a being to 
all eternity; and that there are but two places for 
it to go, either to Heaven or Hell. Therefore, 
my beloved, let me earneſtly intreat you to think 
often of your latter end, and prepare for eternal 
tappinefs, or elſe you will certainly be moſt mi- 
ferable. Remember now thy Creator in the days 
F thy youth, while the evil day comes not, nor 
the years approneh, wheretn thou halt ſay, I have 
to pleaſure in them, Eecleſ. xii, 1. Man that is 
born of a woman has but a ſtrort time to live; 
and it highty concerns us to make good uſe of our 
ture, and to improve it, to the bett abvantage of 
our ſouls; For, Beloved, the day cometh that fhall 
Jarn as an oven, and all the proud, yea, and all 
that doeth cuir beni, fall be as frrbbile, and the 
day that rometh ſhall barn them up, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, that it, Pall leave them neither root nor 
branch. Malachi iv, 1. : 

Ther fore, let me imreat yon, as you tendet 
your happmeſs, not to defer your repentance till 
old age; for we ſee by experience, that not one 
in a thoufand that mkes that ccarſe doth cver at- 


* 


pl 


18 


— „ e 


1 


— . —————ů— —uUI—ũ % ˙ 4A * » N 


bia unto it. The rich man, in the goſpel, pre- 


” miſled himſelf many years to live in eaſe, mixth, 


7 {and fullneſs, when he had nat, one night longer 
to live: | So, many perſons falſely promiſe then. 


ſtlyes the age of many years, when the thtead of. 


their lives is drawn to an end. The prophet Jere- 


Þ miah aſcribe; the cauſe of the Jews fin and cala- 


| mities to this, That they remembered not their 
latter end. And as touching this unhappy. gentle- 


1 man whom, we fear, is now under the Almighty's. 
\, vengeance, tho' we ought not poſitively to judge 
in ſuch caſes ; if he had lived a more ſober and 
tomperate life, and inſtead of ſpending his precious: 
time in drinkipg, and other leud courſes, bad 
ſpent it in reading the ſcriptuies, and hearing good 
ſermons, then he had never came to ſuch a dread- 


6 ful end; and we hope this terrible example will. 


be a ſufficient: warning to all wicked, drunken 


and prophane perſons, how they dare to provoke 


God in ſuch an audacious manner. — Sometimes 
being diſguiſed in liquor, he would make it a fro- 
lc to go to hear a ſermon, making ſport at the mi- 
niſter's words, contradicting him, and making a 


banter of What he heard among his lewd com- 


pany: But in the midſt of his prophane idoltary, 
the judgments of God overtook him. Thoſe that 


murmur agginſl the miniſter and teacher of God's 


\ word, murmur againſt God himſelf. Exo. xvi, 8. 
As for all ſach wicked and blaſphemous perſons, 
| that follow ſuch lewd courſes; it is the. infinite 


mercy of God, that they are not inſtantly conſu- 


6 med, and immediately ſunk into thoſe flames that 
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never have an end, where the worm dieth not, 21 
the fire is not quenched. To the intent that others 
may take timely warnizg of that beaſtly ſin, of | 
drunkenneſs, it is this day preached before you, 
and ſhall'be publiſhed for the uſe of many more, 


Thel firſt we find in ſcripture guilty of this fin. is 
Noah ; little before he had ſeen the world, except 


eight perſons, detroyed. by the flood; and then 


what was the ee}. why he, anſcemingly 
expoſed his nakedneſs, and gave occafion to his 


youngeſt fon, io deride and deſpiſe him, which” 
cauied him 10 lay a gie vous cutſe upon him, which 


had not been, if the ſin had not happened. 


Therefore let me earneſtly intreat you to think 
upon your latter end, and prepate yourſelves ſot 


eternal happineſs. Pray to God tc give you grace, 
and keep you from all temptations.” » 


Tue Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 


Lovc/of oe be with you all evermore. 


We awhoſe names are bereunto at, 40 6 cer 1005 this 
relation to be true, and deſire ibat it may be ; ub- 


At as @ timely warning io all people. 


Sir Henry Betterton, 
Sir. Fobn Farrington, 
5 Humpbry Broom, 
Samuel Fifper, 
Revert Aſhjer 4, 


James Fefferres, 
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